Allogeneic stem cell-derived "repair unit" therapy and the barriers to clinical deployment.
The development of cellular therapies has been seriously hampered by the paucity of cells available for grafting from living or cadaver donors. This sourcing problem can be resolved, at least in theory, by generating tissue-specific cells from autologous or allogeneic stem cells. Nonetheless, there are formidable barriers to the use of stem cells in the clinic. This review focuses on identifying and surmounting these barriers.